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ABSTRACT
Representation of Muslims in Time Magazine: A Corpus Linguistic Study

Constantia Rhinehart
This thesis sought to explore the representation of Muslims in US-American
Press. In order to do this, the Time Magazine Corpus was used to observe words that collocate
with the word “Muslim” in Time Magazine. The frequency of the word “Muslim” was observed
for each decade and coded to determine the semantic prosody of each token. The 1960s-2006
were observed in order to provide a more comprehensive view of Muslim representation in
Western media and how this representation has changed over time. The majority of collocations
were considered to be neutral, however, a large number of collocations were considered to be
negative and very few were considered to be positive. The majority of collocations were related
to conflict and ethnic, national, or racial identity. Negative collocations rose in the 1980s and
again in the 2000s reflecting a rise in Islamophobia and a separation of the “Muslim World”
from “the West,” especially in the 2000s.
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Introduction
It is no secret that media plays a vital role in the way that people perceive the world
around them (Mehraj, Bhat, & Mehraj, 2014). From the more personal aspects of social media to
global perspectives of international news coverage, the consumption of information, opinions,
and trends is bound to impact the way that one understands culture, politics, and identities.
Media, however, is not only a product which is consumed, it is also a mirror of the thoughts,
opinions, and biases of the public that interacts with it. A reflection of those who cover and
publish the story and those who read them. Marginalized communities are especially affected by
this process as their individual identities and practices are subject to being convoluted and
reduced to stereotypes and homogeneity by the media (Mehraj, Bhat, & Mehraj, 2014). This
appears to be the case for Muslims in the scope of Western (North American and Western
European) media, in which their image is often illustrated by negativity (Akbarzadeh and Smith,
2005).
Numerous studies (Akbarzadeh and Smith, 2005; Kearns et al., 2019; Baker et al., 2012)
have found the word “Muslim” to be associated with negative contexts within Western media,
but far fewer have used corpus linguistics, the study of linguistics via computer-based language
archives, to explore how the word “Muslim” is used throughout various media outlets. Two
exceptions to this limitation are Baker et al. (2012) and Al-Qattan and Abuemira (2017), who
both use a corpus-based approach. While both studies provide a wealth of knowledge pertaining
to the subject of Muslim representation with Western media, they are still limited in that both
studies are centered around the year 2001. While the years surrounding 2001 are important to
this topic because of major world events happening at that time (such as the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, war, etc.) these years are not the only reflection of Muslim representation in Western
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media. That is, by focusing on this time period only, the full picture is neglected. Naturally, one
may also question whether this representation has always been that which was found in previous
studies, or if this representation is specific to the years surrounding 2001. Utilizing a corpusbased approach to explore this topic is beneficial for several reasons, with the most important
being: the quantitative evidence of authentic language occurrences documented within corpora,
the coding of these occurrences (which allows for faster, more accurate research), and the ability
to observe patterns of repetition concerning these occurrences (i.e., observing the contexts in
which these occurrences are used).
This study aims to provide a more comprehensive view of Muslim representation in
Western media by observing the use of “Muslim” in US-American press from 1960-2006.
Specifically, this study utilizes a corpus linguistic-based approach by analyzing collocates related
to the word “Muslim” within the Time Magazine Corpus (Time Magazine Corpus, 2007; freely
accessible at http://www.english-corpora.org). Collocates, or words that appear frequently in
relation to one another, are instrumental in understanding this representation as they exhibit the
context that the word “Muslim” is found within. For example, collocations such as
“fundamentalist” reflect a negative prosody (Muslim fundamentalist) while collocations like
“doctor” would likely reflect a neutral or positive semantic prosody. Semantic prosody, defined
as the “altitudinal meaning of all kinds, not just positive and negative evaluative meanings”
(Bednarek, 2008: 130) is crucial for this thesis as it is used to define the connotations that words
(even seemingly neutral) may have. Semantic prosody is used to “express the attitude or
evaluation of the writer or speaker” often reflecting the biases, both intentional and
unintentional, of the writer (Cheng, 2012: 55).
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Time Magazine is a United States news magazine based out of New York City. Covering
a plethora of topics, Time Magazine highlights current events both domestically and abroad,
focusing on politics, business, science, health, and entertainment (Time Magazine, 2022).
Launched in 1923, Time Magazine is considered a politically moderate news outlet with
progressive or liberal tendencies (Detecting Biases, 2021). Due to its extensive years of
publication, the use of the Time Magazine Corpus will allow a larger picture to be established
through the comparison of collocates of the word “Muslim” throughout the decades leading to
2001. In selecting a politically moderate news outlet, the results in this study may reflect a less
politically driven depiction of the representation of Muslims in the US-American Press. In using
the Time Magazine Corpus, this thesis seeks to identify the frequency of the word “Muslim” in
Time Magazine, the representation of Muslims within this news outlet, and how this
representation changes throughout time.

Literature Review
Research concerning the representation of Muslims in Western media has long been
found to be overwhelmingly negative (Kamalipour, 1997; Saeed, 2007). Various studies have
found that Muslims are often portrayed as “alien” (Saeed, 2007) and are frequently linked to
terrorism, sexism, militarism and being un-democratic (Akbarzadeh and Smith, 2005). Despite a
2017 poll by Pewresearch.org showing that globally, the majority of Muslims have unfavorable
views of ISIS, the militant jihadist group, and do not condone violence in the name of Islam, the
perpetuation of the aforementioned stereotypes persist within Western media (Lipka, 2020).
One example of this perpetuation is a study conducted at the Media Portrayals of
Minorities Project (MPoMP) at Middlebury College in 2019. In an attempt to determine how
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frequently various minority groups are reported on in US newspapers, how positive or negative
the coverage of these groups is, and how media from 2018 compares to coverage since 2013, The
authors of this study analyzed 26,626 articles from 2018 found within four major American news
outlets (The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, and USA Today).
Using topic modeling, sentiment analysis, and regression analysis, researchers at MPoMP
identified groups of words that appeared among multiple articles. In tagging these groups of
words, the authors were able to distinguish five general themes observed: culture, economics,
politics, education, and law. Using these themes, they determined the tone of each article, as well
as the relative frequency of each theme. With this methodology, the results showed that among
the several minority groups analyzed, news articles concerning Muslims were the most negative,
as well as the most frequent.
The researchers also found that in articles centered on Muslims (i.e., not just mentioning
them in passing), there is a deeper focus on the categories of foreign conflict and terror. This
means that articles centered on Muslims were on average more negative when compared to other
minority groups and that these articles tended to draw a correlation between Islam and violence.
This study also highlighted a striking difference in the portrayal of Muslims as being
marginalized when compared to other minority groups, such as Jews. Only 2% of articles about
Muslims include the word “Islamophobia” in comparison to the 17% of articles about Jews that
include the word “anti-Semitic.” The association between Islam and violence in correlation with
the difference in use of “Islamophobia” and “anti-Semitic” drew the authors to conclude that
Muslim persons are further removed from mainstream US-American society when compared to
other minority groups.
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Similarly, Akbarzadeh and Smith (2005) found that while there was a range of tone
within the representation of Muslims in Australian media, a large portion of articles remained
negative. Though the authors did not utilize corpus linguistics, they did analyze 451 Australian
news articles and features through the database, Fativa. While reading each article, Akabarzadeh
and Smith determined the semantic prosody of each article based on the recurrent terms used to
describe Muslims, which they categorized as negative, neutral, or positive. Through their
analysis, the authors found the terms “Islam” and “Muslim” frequently to be used as negative
adjectives (“Islamic fundamentalism,” “Muslim fanatics,” etc.) and that the majority of news
articles were placed in the context of the War on Terror (meaning that most of the news articles
were centered on a connection between Muslims and terrorism or events that took place in regard
to the war on terror).
A study by Kearns, Betus, and Lemieux (2019) attempted to uncover why some terrorist
attacks receive more media attention than others and if this is in correlation with religion
practiced by those studied. Using the Global Terrorism Database, Kearns et al. (2019) observed
media coverage of terrorist attacks within the United States between 2006 and 2015, which
totaled 136 attacks. Kearns et al. (2019) then utilized LexisNexis Academic and CNN.com to
search for news articles that discussed the aforementioned terrorist attacks. Through the analysis
of 3541 news articles, the authors found that terrorist attacks committed by Muslims received
357% more media coverage than other groups. While Muslims were responsible for only 12% of
terrorist attacks within the United States from 2006-2015, attacks perpetrated by Muslims
received 50.4% of the news coverage (Kearns et al. 2019). This study also found that the overemphasis on acts of terrorism is especially pertinent within a national security framework and
that this negative bias perpetuates negative stereotypes of Muslims within US-American media.
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The Baker et al. (2012) article mentioned in the introduction found results that echo those
above. Using Sketch Engine (an online text analysis software used to build corpora), along with
discourse analysis, Baker et al., examined the relationship between the use of “Muslim” as an
adjective and the nouns which collocate with it. Baker et al. observed 200,037 British news
articles from the years 1998-2009, which were sourced from the online newspaper database,
Nexis UK. Using Sketch Engine, Baker et al. grammatically tagged the news articles retrieved
from Nexis UK in order to find noun collocations of the adjective “Muslim.” The authors
recognized this approach as somewhat broad and therefore analyzed additional concordance lines
and full articles when necessary, especially for the two most frequent collocations, “World” and
“Community” (Baker et al. 2012).
In order to determine the semantic prosody of the adjective “Muslim,” Baker et al. used
the following six main categories and eleven subcategories (listed in parentheses under the main
category that they belong to): Conflict, Religion, Culture (Social Practices, Education,
View/Attitude/Emotion), Ethnic/National Entity (Population, Area/Country, Governance),
Characterizing/Differing Attributes (Age/Sex, Family/Relationship, Occupation/Role,
Ethnicity/Race/Nationality, Other), and Group/Organization. The noun collocations were not
necessarily categorized by their dictionary meaning, but rather by the context that they are found
within. Using the example provided by Baker et al. (2012), “the word ‘shop’ may not
immediately appear to fit into the category of ‘characterizing/differentiating attributes’, but when
we consider how it is regularly used in the context of ‘Muslim shop’, it appears to have a
differentiating function.”
The results of this study found that “Muslim” is frequently used as a negative adjective,
and among the seventeen noun categories used in the analysis, “conflict” showed the highest use
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in relation to the word “Muslim.” Following “conflict,” the authors found “Muslim” to be closely
related to “world” and “community,” meaning that Muslims are seen as belonging to a
homogenous group that exists outside of British (or more broadly, Western) identity; a similar
finding to that of the MpoMP (2019) study.
Inspired by Baker et al. (2012), Al-Qattan and Abuemira (2017) sought to identify the
relationship between the adjective “Muslim” in relation to nouns used within US-American
English and news media, how this relationship impacts representation and how this
representation may have changed overtime, and how this representation compares to that of
Christians and Jews. Using the Corpus of Contemporary American English, the authors
attempted to examine the negative implications of the fifty most frequent collocations of the
adjective “Muslim” from 1990-2017. Using the same qualitative method as Baker et al. (2012),
Al-Qattan and Abuemira extracted what they determined to be negative collocations from the
fifty most frequent and compared these collocations to the adjectives “Christian” and “Jew.” In
order to see how these collocations are used within US news media, Al-Qattan and Abuemira
restricted the five registers found within COCA, spoken, magazine, newspaper, fiction and
academic, to the first three registers (spoken, magazine, and newspaper).
Al-Qattan and Abuemira found that while “Muslim” often collocates with neutral or
positive nouns in US-American press (on the topics of ethnic/national identity, religion, culture,
etc.), the perpetuation of negative stereotypes was still present, especially when compared to the
collocates of “Christian” and “Jew.” Though negative collocations associated with the word
“Muslim” appeared in American media before the terrorist attack on 9/11, they rose drastically
after 9/11, especially between the years 2001 and 2003. Al-Qattan and Abuemira (2017) found
that, compared to Christians and Jews, Muslims have a 54% likelihood of appearing in a
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negative context in US news media. Additionally, this study found that negative representation
has risen over the years, especially in terror-related contexts, leading the authors to conclude that
it may continue to rise in the future. In turn, Al-Qattan and Abuemira argue that as the US news
media could be a prominent influencer of the marginalization and stereotyping of Muslim
people, Islamophobia may also rise as a result of this influence.
Similar to Baker et al. (2012) and Al-Qattan and Abuemira (2017), the current study used
corpus linguistics as the primary method in exploring the representation of Muslims in Western
media. There are many benefits to using a corpus linguistic based approach, such as: empirical
quantitative and qualitative analysis, the collection of authentic language, and the ease and
accuracy that corpora provide. Utilizing a database of recorded language relieves the researcher
of collecting and organizing the data that they seek to analyze and allows researchers to analyze
more data than possible by hand. Corpora also allow researchers to observe patterns of repetition,
which is extremely important for a study observing collocations, such as this one. Unlike Baker
et al. and Al-Qattan and Abuemira (who used Sketch Engine and COCA), this study utilizes the
Time Magazine corpus. This is due to the years of documented American news articles found
within the corpus, as well as various features available (specified in the methodology section
below) which are necessary for this study. Whereas Baker et al. and Al-Qattan and Abuemira
observed the use of “Muslim” as an adjective, this study examines “Muslim” as both a noun and
an adjective (fundamentalist Muslim vs Muslim fundamentalist) in an attempt to provide a fuller,
more accurate picture. Lastly, this study focuses on a much larger window of time; several
decades in comparison to the eleven-year period that Baker et al. researched and the two-decade
period of Al-Qattan and Abuemira’s study. The years preceding and following 2001 may show a
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starker rise in negative collocates of the word “Muslim,” but there is no way to know this
definitively without observing the decades before 1990.
Of particular interest to the use and representation of the word “Muslim” in the Western
media is the impact of U.S-MENA (Middle East and North Africa) relations and conflicts
leading to the year 1990, such as the Iranian Revolution, the Iran Hostage Crisis, the Islamic
Uprising in Syria, and the Iran-Contra Affair. Al-Qattan and Abuemira do well to observe the
representation of Muslims in American news media up to the year 2017, which is relatively
recent, but do not provide as much insight into the past. In taking this approach, this study
provides a richer set of data by observing a slightly narrow scope of information across a larger
period of time. Specifically, this thesis attempts to answer the following questions:
● What is the frequency of the word “Muslim” in the Time Magazine Corpus?
● Is this representation positive, negative, or neutral?
● How does this representation change throughout time?
Methodology
In comparison to the two corpus studies described above, this study used the Time
Magazine Corpus as the primary tool of analysis. Created in 2007, the Time Magazine Corpus
contains roughly 275,000 news articles published within Time Magazine from 1926 to 2006.
Comprising 100 million words, this corpus allows users to search word use over time and offers
a chart option to visually represent this frequency throughout the decades. Below is an example
of the word “dream” observed in the “chart” tab. The “per million” is the normed count, which
analyzes each occurrence in comparison to the number of words found within each decade.
Using normed counts adjusts raw frequency counts from texts of varying lengths in order to
accurately compare them.
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Figure 1
Results of “Dream” in the Chart search tab as it appears in the Time Magazine Corpus.

Note: Freq refers to the frequency of the token (occurrence) “dream” by decade. Words (m)
show the total number of words used in each decade (by million). The per mil refers to per
million, or the normed count of words compared to each other by decade.

Time Magazine Corpus also offers a “collocates” option. As defined by Cheng (2012:
77), collocates are “words that are co-selected by the speaker or writer and they are not a chance
occurrence,” meaning that certain words appear more frequently together than others. The
“collocates” tab is extremely useful in researching the relationship between words or phrases in
order to better understand the meaning and usage of said words and phrases. For example, when
searching the noun “dream” in Time Magazine corpus, the four most frequent collocations are
the articles “the,” “a,” and “of,” as shown below.
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Figure 2
The Collocates search tab

Note: The Collocates search tab as it appears in the Time Magazine Corpus, used to search for
collocations of words or phrases (here, the example, “dream,” is shown). The parts of speech
(POS) is used to search for specific parts of speech collocated to the word or phrase searched (for
example, adjectives, nouns, etc.)

Figure 3
The initial search results for collocations of “dream,” not specified by POS.
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As mentioned above, the Time Magazine Corpus allows users to search for collocates
based on parts of speech, or “POS” (verb, noun, adj, etc.) to avoid results such as those above,
which are not as informative when researching the use of a word or phrase. When selecting the
POS “noun” (located under the “word/phrase” box and to the right of the “collocates” box), the
following collocates, “night,” “midsummer,” “world,” and “house” were found. The words are
listed by frequency, with the most frequent appearing first. The frequency count of each word is
found below the “all” category. The decades which expand to the right show the total number of
occurrences recorded within those years.
Figure 4
Noun collocations of the adjective “dream.”

To observe the context that the collocates are found within, the user must simply click on the
desired collocate. Below (Fg. 5) is an example of the collocate “dream” in various contexts,
beginning with the first occurrence in Time Magazine and ending with the most recent (not
pictured). Users can also expand the context to observe the paragraph that the collocate was
found within through the “context+” option, which is utilized by clicking on the collocate found
within the concordance line (the sentences located within the “context” tab).
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Figure 5
Noun collocations of the adjective “dream” appearing in the context in which they are found.

The “compare” tab offered by the Time Magazine Corpus allows users to compare two
collocates, both in general frequency and over time. Below is an example of the compare tab.
Figure 6
The Compare search tab as it appears in the Time Magazine Corpus.

Both the “collocate” and “compare” tabs grant users the choice to search collocates up to
nine words to the left or right of the search term, which appears as the green numbers found
below the search boxes. This is an important asset when researching collocations, as not all
collocates appear directly beside the word being searched. For example, while three of the four
“world” collocates appear directly next to each other to form “dream world,” one collocate is
found two words to the right of “dream” and appears as “world would dream.” Excluding the tab
13

“KWIC,” each tab allows users to search frequency by relevance to eliminate outliers (found
under “sort/limit”), to categorize results with the “group by” option, and to save wordlists that
can be used in future searches via the “save list” option (both of which are found under
“options”).
Finally, the corpus offers a “KWIC,” or, “key word in context” tab (seen below in figure
7). KWIC allows users to view search terms via concordance lines. Users can select the “L” or
“R” button to search for words that appear to the left or right of the search term, and may specify
their search to focus on one, two, or three words to the left or right of the search term. For the
purpose of this study, the “collocates” and “context” options are the primary tools utilized to
observe qualitative data, while the chart is used to observe quantitative data.
Figure 7
The KWIC search option as it appears in the Time Magazine Corpus.

Note: The numbers and dashes to the left and right are used to search for collocates 1-3
words from the search term.
Quantitative Research
The most prominent aspect of the quantitative data that pertained to this study was that of
frequency, both in terms of collocations generally, and the frequency of these collocations
throughout time. This set of data was important as it provided the occurrences of the
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representation that this study sought to analyze. Though it would have been possible to observe
the collocates of the word “Muslim” from 1923 on, this study began with the 1960s as this is the
decade in which the Time Magazine Corpus notes any significant use of the word. Additionally,
this study observed collocates of the word “Muslim” by each decade as a whole, rather than each
year within the decade. This format provided easier observation of the collocates in the manner
that they are presented in the Time Magazine Corpus, which is by decade.
Qualitative Research
Though frequency of representation is important, the meaning of this representation is
arguably more so. Representing a group or individual positively, negatively, or with neutrality
can impact the way that this group or individual sees themselves, and how the public interacting
with this representation sees them. These data were especially important for this thesis, as this
research aimed to observe the semantic prosody of the collocations of “Muslim” as well as how
it may have changed throughout time.
In order to observe the semantic prosody of collocates of the word “Muslim,” this study
concentrated on observing those with a frequency of 9 or higher in most cases. This was both to
avoid outliers and to provide a more concise range of negative, neutral, and positive collocates
by focusing on those which were more prominent. For the purpose of this study, collocates were
limited to being two words before or after the adjective or noun, “Muslim.” The collocates were
also specified by the “part of speech” option to search for adjectives (extremist, black, devout,
etc.) and nouns (people, brotherhood, leader, etc.) in order to avoid words not relevant to this
study, such as determiners (the, an, etc.), and punctuation marks (commas, periods, etc.).
The qualitative research method was inspired by Baker et al. (2012) who used seventeen
categories and subcategories (when necessary) to discuss the implications of each collocate.
15

While the categories used within this study are inspired by that of Baker et al., the use of
seventeen categories was not entirely necessary for the purpose of this research as the
collocations found within this study were less extensive than that of Baker’s. To decipher the
meaning of each collocate and discern whether it is positive, negative, or neutral, this thesis
organized the collocates found based on four categories inspired by Baker et al. (2012):

Figure 8
Chart of Collocate Categories
Category

Examples of Noun or Adjective
Collocations

Conflict

Extremist, Fundamentalist, Rebels, etc.

Ethnic, National, Racial, Identity

Countries, Community, Arab, etc.

Religion

Sects, Holy, Cleric, etc.

Group

Group, Charities, Associations, etc.

Conflict: Every collocation within this category is related to conflict or violence. While
many of the collocations found within this category are negative (“fundamentalist Muslim”),
some are also neutral or even positive. Examples of the latter would be coverage of peace
negotiations during war, or news coverage of war involving Muslim groups wherein the groups
discussed are presented with semantic neutrality or sympathy. For example, “During the spasms
of bloodletting, which primarily pitted Muslim against Christian, as many as 5,000 people
disappeared without a trace” (Time Magazine, 1982).
Ethnic, National, Racial, Identity: Being the broadest category, the majority of
collocations categorized as E/R/N span ethnic and national identities, mostly discussing
populations (“Shi’ite majority”), ethnic groups, elections, citizenship, etc. in relation to the word
16

“Muslim.” Collocations related to ethnic and national identity are not the only identity markers
included in this category, however. Many of the collocations “World” also fall under this
category because even though “Muslim” is not an ethnic, national, or racial identity, it is often
used in this context. The majority of collocations related to racial identity stem from the
adjective “Black,” mostly found in the 1960s to denote the Black Muslim Movement (discussed
in more detail within the results of that decade). Finally, though the majority of collocates found
within this category are concerned with ethnicity, nationality, and race, the collocate, “Women,”
is included because it is also considered to be an identity marker. Outside of this, the frequency
count of “Women” is considered to be too low to grant it its own category.
Religion: Collocations found within this category are related to religion, religious beliefs,
and religious practices. In some cases, collocates that would otherwise appear under this
category, such as “Sunni” and “Shi’ite” are categorized as E/R/N due to their description of
populations, or under Conflict (for example “Shi’ite Muslim fundamentalist”).
Group: This category concerns collective aims or pursuits involving Muslims that are not
concerned with identity, conflict, or religion, such as charities, associations, etc.
In most cases, the Context+ function was used to observe the context that the collocation
was found within. In many cases the entire article was observed, as the meaning of some
collocations could differ from the meaning of the article itself and therefore, the representation of
Muslims within that article. For example, “Muslim community” and “Muslim World” may not
be inherently negative, but as Baker et al. found, this representation often separates Muslims
from Western identity, which may be interpreted as being negative. Likewise, the collocate
“Muslim extremist” may be drawn from an article which attempts to discuss negative portrayals
of Muslims in American press, i.e., it may be an attempt to provide a positive representation. To
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ensure accurate observation and documentation of the semantic prosody of each collocate, intrarater reliability was enacted by implementing the methodology discussed above twice. While the
general findings of this thesis were consistent across both implementations, there were some
alternations in the second application of this study that resulted in an increase of E/R/N
correlating with a decrease in Group and a rise in negative collocations correlating with a
decrease in positive and neutral ones. The main reason for these key differences was an attempt
to align the methodology of this thesis more strongly with that of Baker et al. (2012). Further
discussion follows in the discussion section.

Results
The Frequency of the Word “Muslim” in Time Magazine Corpus
In all, the word “Muslim” is recorded 1,640 times within Time Magazine. Its use was
rather rare in the decades before 1960, as seen in the chart below, but quickly rose from 1960 on.
It would appear that there is a push and pull effect on the use of “Muslim” throughout the
decades. Looking at the chart below, there were 46 tokens of the word “Muslim” in the 1960s,
which increased to 187 in the 1970s, and again to 547 in the 80’s, before decreasing to 419 in the
90’s, and then rising again to 438 in the 2000s. According to these numbers, the fluctuation of
frequency does not appear to be very significant following the 1970s. When observing the
normed counts (the words per million), however, one can see that following a brief decline in the
1990s, the frequency of the word “Muslim” rises to 68.15 in the 2000s; a considerable increase
compared to 43.04 in the 1990s.
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Figure 9
The frequency of the word, “Muslim,” shown across every decade available in the Time
Magazine Corpus.

Adjective and Noun Collocates of “Muslim”
The following tables are taken directly from the Time Magazine Corpus and reflect
adjective and noun collocates of the word “Muslim” with a frequency count of 9 or higher from
the years 1960-2006. The context and semantic prosody of these collocates are discussed in more
detail below in accordance with the decade in which they were found.
Figure 10
Adjective collocations with a frequency count of 9 or higher sourced by the Time
Magazine Corpus.
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Figure 11
Collocations of the word “Muslim” sourced by the Time Magazine Corpus.
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Positive, Negative, and Neutral Representation
In order to observe the representation of the word “Muslim” in Time Magazine, the
collocates found throughout each decade were surveyed in order to distinguish this
representation as positive, negative, or neutral. As mentioned in the “Quantitative Research”
portion of this thesis, limitations to the part of speech, the number of words occurring before or
after “Muslim,” and in most cases, the frequency of the collocations were imposed. The semantic
prosody of the collocates found were determined through the use of textual evidence, the context
feature, Context+ (and in some cases the entire article containing an unclear collocate), research
on the decade that each collocate was found within and the historical implications which may
concern each collocate, and the four categories inspired by Baker et al. (2012) listed in the
methodology section.

Figure 12
Categorization of Collocations Observed in the 1960s.
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As seen above in Figure 12, the categories Conflict and Religion are relatively low in the
1960s while E/R/N and Group are more frequent. The collocate with the highest frequency, as
well as the only one with a count of nine or higher, is the adjective, “Black,” which has a
frequency of 21. As mentioned, some collocates are observed despite having a frequency lower
than nine. Here, we see an example of this; the noun, “Movement,” which follows with six
tokens. Four of these six tokens are in combination with the collocation, “Black,” which together
form: “Black Muslim movement,” a finding not entirely surprising given the political
atmosphere of the United States at this time. A tumultuous era, the 1960s were marked by a
plethora of major political events, both domestically and abroad. While the people of the United
States were largely impacted by international events, such as the ongoing Space Race and
Vietnam War, domestic events present in the everyday life of U.S.-Americans, such as the Civil
Rights Movement, ultimately defined this decade. Though it reached its height in the 1960s, the
Civil Rights Movement, as well as adjacent political movements, such as the Black Muslim
Movement, had emerged years before this explosive era of change.
Founded in 1930, the Nation of Islam (later known as the Black Muslim Movement)
encouraged a separatist movement among Black Americans, many of whom felt that they had
lost their ancestral identity through slavery (Black Muslim Movement, 2006). The movement
became especially popular in the 1960s and 1970s among other such movements, such as the
aforementioned Civil Rights Movement and the Black Panthers (Black Muslim Movement,
2006). Though officially named the “Nation of Islam,” the “Black Muslim movement” remained
a popular title in the 1960s, especially within Time Magazine.
Among the more prominent leaders of this movement was Muhammad Ali, for which 7
of the 21 tokens are concerned. Though all seven are used in neutral contexts, the implication of
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“Black Muslim,” as in, “the mysterious Black Muslim, Muhammad Ali” and “Black Muslim
Clay” (Muhammad Ali’s birth name) was more difficult to discern. It could be argued that the
use of “Black Muslim” is othering (using language to describe another as alien), or alternatively,
that it is positive as both of these attributes are something that Muhammad Ali was overtly proud
of. Similarly, several tokens appeared negative upon first appearing in the concordance lines of
the Context tab but were seemingly neutral in the Context+ Tab. However, given the
sociopolitical environment of the United States during the 1960s and the response to the Nation
of Islam specifically at that time, which was not joyous or welcoming but rather threatening to
many White Americans, many seemingly neutral collocations are in fact, likely negative,
especially when considering variables such as covert racism. Consider the following example:

“Well Cassius calls himself Muhammad Ali these days because he's a Black Muslim.”

While this collocation is not overtly or inherently negative, the language used to describe
Muhmmad Ali is largely dismissive, especially the use of his birth name. It is important,
however, to note that these negative implications are also likely directed more toward Black
Americans than Muslim Americans. In fact, the Nation of Islam is defined as a Black nationalist
movement and is not recognized as a religious organization by orthodox Muslims (Yuliani-Sato,
2007). For this reason, it is possible that some collocates that appear to be othering, could simply
be differentiating the Black nationalist movement of the Nation of Islam from orthodox Muslims,
or more specifically, orthodox Black American Muslims.
While the Black Muslim Movement was not a religious movement, there were
undercurrents of religion, especially among Black Americans who wanted to distance themselves
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from Christianity, or the “white man’s religion” (Yuliani-Sato, 2007). In this sense, it is possible
that many of the journalists at this time, who were likely White and possibly Christian, were
biased in their writing and seeking to other Black Muslims, or alternatively, to distinguish Black
Americans practicing Islam from White Christians. Again, it is difficult to say definitely if this
was othering, and if it was, if it was directed towards Black Americans or Muslim Americans,
especially if Islam was considered to be a stand taken against Christianity. Lastly, the Nation of
Islam was and has continued in recent years to be considered a violent hate group that teaches
Black supremacy and engages in anti-Semitism and homophobia (Southern Poverty Law Center,
2021). There is much debate over the roots of Black supremacy within this movement and
whether it is justified or not. Alternatively, some scholars, such as Zain Abdullah, argue that the
Black Muslim Movement was not a tool of Black supremacy, but rather a reaction to White
supremacy and therefore is not considered to be racist, but rather a reaction to racism (WBUR,
2017). While violence was used by some, not all members of the movement condoned violence
and conflation may have occurred when discussing the aims of the group, leading a prominent
narrative of this movement to be one of hatred and violence. Regardless, the labeling of this
movement in such terms surely impacted the reputation of the Black Muslim Movement during
the 1960s and may have therefore impacted the representation of Muslims in America society at
that time.
This era was the most difficult to discern, both in terms of category and semantic
prosody. As mentioned above, it was difficult to dissect the tone and meaning of “Black
Muslim” when considering the historical implications and biases of the writers during that time,
who whether intentionally or not, are argued to have othered this group in many contexts. Aside
from this, “Black Muslim,” was extremely difficult to categorize because while it is clearly a
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group, it is also a movement motivated by ethnic/racial/national identity. At the same time, the
movement tied itself to religion, even if it was and is not considered to be a religious movement
and so there are some collocates that appear to be connected to religion, but upon closer
inspection are argued to belong to other categories. Additionally, there is the challenge of
differentiating between the semantic prosody of the information being covered in the article and
that of the collocate “Muslim.” Consider the following examples from Time Magazine corpus:

“Jeremiah X, Georgia torchbearer for the militant Black Muslim organization, paused in
a recruiting drive generated by the Birmingham riots to sneer at King's passive approach
to integration: ‘King's movement is just a form of sophisticated begging. We are not a
violent movement, but we do not believe in getting our heads kicked in, either’.”

Here, “Muslim” seems to be related to Conflict due to the adjective, “militant,” and the
mentioning of violence and riots, but when observed wholly, the article containing this excerpt
details differences between the Civil Rights Movement and the Black Muslim Movement and
therefore this collocate is categorized as E/R/N. While the authors do no overtly discriminate
against the Black Muslim movement, their use of “militant” is considered to be biased and is
thus argued to be a negative collocation. Below is another example from Time Magazine Corpus:

“...while the black Americans’ legal rights at last seem securely anchored in the law, his
problems of identity as a citizen have only now begun to nudge the nation's conscience. If
the fires of hatred and frustration had subsided, they had not gone out in Watts. All week,
scattered scenarios of violence unfolded in the ghetto's rubbled streets. A Negro woman
tried to run a National Guard blockade and was riddled with.30-cal. machine-gun fire. An
18-year-old boy caught looting a fire-damaged furniture store was shot dead. Fifty police
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rushed to the Black Muslim Mosque in Watts on a tip that arms were being laid in there,
arrested 59 Negroes after a half-hour gunfight.”

Initially, the collocation “Black Muslim Mosque” could be categorized as Religion due to the
noun, “mosque,” however, when reading the expanded context, this collocate is clearly tied to
Conflict (which details riots within Watts, Los Angeles) and is therefore categorized as such.
Though this collocate is categorized as Conflict, the language used to detail these violent events
was not negative and could even be considered sympathetic to the violence that Black Americans
were enduring at that time. For this reason, the semantic prosody of this collocate is argued to be
neutral.
While many of these collocations were difficult to discern, others were more overtly
negative. Below are two such examples, the first of which is categorized as E/R/N. The second,
due to its differentiating of orthodox Islam from the Black Muslim Movement, is categorized as
Religion.

“There was not a hint of racial militancy or Black Muslim arrogance in his
organization.”
“There is nothing really very new in Cleaver's analysis or black militant ideology. There
is the familiar castigating of white liberals, the spewing forth of raw and undigested hate,
the attempt to splice an artificial bond with victims of colonialism throughout the world.
Cleaver himself has been successively an orthodox Black Muslim, a follower of
Malcolm X, and is currently a Black Panther”

Originally, the semantic prosody of most of the collocations within this decade were
thought to be neutral, however, upon further researching the Black Muslim Movement, the
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historical and sociopolitical atmosphere of the 1960s, nearly half of the collocations are
considered to be negative with 11 total negative collocates and 16 total neutral collocates.

Figure 13
Semantic Prosody of Collocations Observed in the 1960s.

Figure 14
Categorization of Collocations observed in the 1970s.
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Entering the 1970s, “Black” is once again the most frequent adjective used with a count
of 18, followed by “Shi’ite” at nine and “Devout” at eight. There is a slight decrease in the
number of negative collocations related to the adjective “Black,” however, the negative
collocations observed are shown to be more overtly negative than in the previous decade. It is
also within this decade that we see the first instance of “(black) Muslim extremist” as well as the
mention of “gunman,” both of which detail violent events performed by extremist members of
the Black Muslim Movement, as shown below:

“Five hours later, the gunmen released a second hostage with the same request, but police
refused to send in a doctor unless they surrendered. Word had got out that the four
gunmen were members of the Black Muslim sect.”

“His pounding narrative meticulously describes the so-called Zebra killings of 1973-74,
when 23 white San Franciscans were murdered or maimed by a group of Black Muslim
extremists… The killers are followed step by bloody step from the time of their initiation
into the cult, which preached a fanatical hatred of whites based less on actual injustice
than on a mystic prediction of black world dominance. All the young men are
impressionable, violence-prone, and this particular Muslimism appeals to their worst
instincts.”

Though “sect” could be categorized as Religion, this collocate is categorized as Conflict due to
the surrounding context of the collocation and is argued to be negative. The second example is
overtly negative in its use of language (“cult,” “fanatical hatred,” “violence-prone,” etc.); the
collocation, “extremist,” is argued to be overtly negative and is categorized as Conflict.
The category of Conflict continues to increase, especially towards the end of 1970s as do
collocates of the word “Muslim,” perhaps in part to civil unrest in Iran, and eventually, the
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Iranian Revolution. The first tokens of the adjective “Shi’ite” appear in 1978, the same year that
the Iranian Revolution began. The nine tokens recorded at the end of the 1970s are just the
beginning of what will become the most frequent collocate used in Time Magazine Corpus.
Despite the finding that most of these token’s stem from articles centered around rising tensions
and emerging conflict, the narrative concerning Shi’ite Muslims remains neutral. Below is one
such example, which is argued to be neutral and is categorized as E/R/N. Though Shiism is a
denomination of Islam and “Shi’ite” could be categorized as Religion, the use of “community,”
“population,” and “leader” in the excerpt below are more akin to the category of
Ethnic/Racial/National identity; a finding further discussed in the 1980s when this collocation
increases.

“They portrayed Imam Moussa Sadr, 50, the beloved leader of the country's 900,000strong Shi'ite Muslim community, who inexplicably disappeared in late August. So long
as the question of his whereabouts remained unanswered, the mystery of the missing
Imam threatened to trouble relations between Lebanon, Libya and Iran-and possibly other
nations as well.”

Following “Shi’ite” is the adjective “devout” with eight tokens, all of which are argued to
be neutral and are categorized as Religion. For example:

“A devout Muslim, he never touches liquor or wine.”

At eight tokens, “Leaders” is the most frequent noun used in collocation with “Muslim.” All
eight counts appear to be in reference to the Iranian Revolution and despite two categorizations
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of Conflict, all nine are considered neutral. Below are two examples of the categorization of
“leaders” as Conflict, the remaining six are categorized as E/R/N.

“But Talbott found no shortage of political leaders to interview in neighboring Pakistan;
they were alarmed by the plight of the beleaguered Shah and the possibility of Soviet
intervention. Brelis, meanwhile, went off to the Iranian city of Qum, seat of the restless
Shi'ite sect, for talks with rebelling Muslim leaders. When the violence in Iran's major
cities worsened...”

“.. ordered their captive to drive to the Kabul Hotel, located near the Defense Ministry.
From room 117 on the hotel's second floor, they issued their demand for Dubs' life: the
immediate release of three insurgent Muslim leaders jailed last month.”

Following behind “Leaders'' is the noun, “World,” with eight tokens. Though three of the
tokens are not overtly negative, all eight are considered so for two reasons: one, as previously
mentioned, the use of “Muslim world,” “people,” “community,” etc. instigates some separation
between Muslims and “the West.” Second, five of the eight tokens describe the “Muslim world”
as being anti-American, hysteric, angry, and violent, all of which impact the representation of
Muslims in the U.S. press. Below are two such examples, which are categorized as Conflict.

“The confrontation between President Carter and the fanatical Imam has caused a wave
of anti-Americanism in the Muslim world, threatened the balance of forces in the Middle
East and disrupted the world's oil and financial markets. All in all, it has been the most
serious international crisis for the U.S. since Viet Nam.”
“A wave of anti-American violence continued to sweep through the Muslim world. Two
weeks ago, there were mob attacks on American outposts from Turkey to Bangladesh and
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the burning of the U.S. embassy in Pakistan…The eruptions have also prompted a
question among startled Americans: Why do the world's Muslims seem to harbor such
hostility for the U.S.?”
Though nearly half of the tokens of “Black” are argued to be negative, as well as all
counts of the collocate “World,” the majority of the collocations observed within this decade are
considered to be neutral, with 42 of the total 50 collocates argued as such. This is likely because
the events taking place in MENA, while covered in national news such as Time Magazine, were
discussed factually and with little bias.

Figure 15
Semantic Prosody of Collocations Observed in the 1970s
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Figure 16
Categorization of Collocations observed in the 1980s

The increase of collocations observed in the 1980s is the most drastic of any decade with
221 collocations appearing in this ten-year frame. Concerning nouns, “Sunni” and “Group” lead
with 21 tokens each, followed by “Brotherhood” at 18, “Extremists” at 14, “Fundamentalists” at
12, and “World” and “Militiamen” at 10. While “Sunni” is the most recurrent noun, “Shi’ite”
leads the frequency count for adjectives with 58 tokens, followed by “Christian” at 30,
“Fundamentalist” at 17, and “Holy” at 10. As reflected in the chart above, there is also a
considerable increase in conversation concerning conflict during this decade. Concurrently, the
category of Religion appears to decrease. This is for several reasons: Outside of more obvious
collocates, such as “fundamentalist” and “terrorist,” many of the contexts concerning the
category Religion are also tied to Conflict, even if indirectly; a finding also reflected by Baker et
al. (2012). It also becomes increasingly difficult to definitively categorize “Sunni,” “Shi’ite,” or
“Christian” as Religion as they are often discussed as populations and within the framework of
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national politics. Despite “Sunni” and “Shi’ite” being denominations of Islam (and Christian
stemming from Christianity), all three are more often categorized as E/R/N.
Even with these additional E/R/N collocations, Conflict remains the most prominent
category of this decade with a staggering 137 collocates. 39 of these collocations are pulled from
“Shi’ite” making this collocation the largest contributor to the category of Conflict, followed by
“Group” with 19 of its 21 tokens also belonging to this category. 11 tokens combine “Shi’ite”
and “Group” to form collocations such as “Shi’ite Muslim group” and “Shi’ite Muslim terrorist
group.” While the majority of “Group” collocations are argued to be negative (16 out of 21), the
majority of “Shi’ite” collocations are argued to be neutral (36 of 58). This is primarily due to the
fact that most “Group” collocations are preceded or followed by negative conflict markers such
as “radical,” “extremist,” “fanatical,” etc. Below is an example of “Group” which is considered
to be negative and is categorized as Conflict, followed by a combined collocation of “Shi’ite”
and “Group,” which are categorized in the same fashion.

“...a telephone caller, saying he represented the same fanatic Muslim group that claimed
responsibility for the embassy bombing, told a leftist Lebanese newspaper that another
‘big operation will be carried out against American interests soon’. "
“No Lebanese faction took responsibility for the abduction. Nonetheless, it was widely
assumed the thugs were members of Hezbollah, the radical, pro- Iranian Shi'ite Muslim
group that is suspected of involvement in most of the kidnappings that have occurred in
Lebanon.”

Though many of the articles observed are centered on extremist groups, war, etc., the
language used to discuss these topics is argued to be neutral in most cases. Similar to “Shi’ite,”
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which as mentioned above is most often categorized as Conflict but argued to be neutral, one
third of the “Christian” collocates are categorized as Conflict, but only 3 of these 30 tokens are
argued to be negative. This is because most tokens of “Christian” are concerned with varying
conflicts that took place between Christian and Muslim groups during the 1980s for both
political and religious reasons, but the language used to describe these events was not negative.
The most prominent of these conflicts were the tensions leading up to and the violence that took
place during the Lebanese Civil War, and the political complexities of the Lebanese National
Pact. Below are two examples of the collocate “Christian,” categorized as Conflict and argued to
be neutral, in reference to the Lebanese Civil War:

“Last Monday, rockets and artillery fire began raining down upon both Christian and
Muslim residential areas, leaving at least 100 people dead.”
“Rival militias have relentlessly pounded the Muslim and Christian halves of Beirut.”

Nine of the ten “Militiamen” collocates observed during this decade are also used to detail the
events of the Lebanese Civil War, and like “Shi’ite” and “Christian,” are argued to be neutral in
most cases (8 out of 10) despite being categorized as Conflict in every occurrence. Below are
two examples of the collocate “Militiamen” with the first being negative (gangs) and the second
being neutral:

“...the battle was terrifying. There was no warning as the gangs of Muslim militiamen,
many dressed in civvies and cloth masks, swept into West Beirut”
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“When the shooting stopped, West Beirut was under the full control of Muslim
militiamen for the first time in more than a year.”
While the collocate “Sunni” is also found to be neutral in most contexts (19 of 21), it is only
categorized as Conflict five times, with the majority of its tokens (17) falling into E/R/N. Six of
these collocations concern the Lebanese National Pact, all of which are argued to be neutral, as
shown below.

“...the country's President is always a Maronite, the Prime Minister a Sunni Muslim, and
the Speaker of Parliament a Shi'ite Muslim.”

Three of the “Sunni” collocates categorized as Conflict detail events of the Lebanese
Civil War and, like the examples of “Christian” and “Muslim” shown above, are considered
neutral. The remaining two are collocated with “Fundamentalist” and “Group” to form
“fundamentalist Sunni Muslim group” and are therefore argued to be negative, accounting for the
two negative tokens of this collocation.
Most of the negative collocations observed in the 1980s are found under those which are
overtly negative: “Extremists,” “Fundamentalists” (noun), and “Fundamentalist” (adjective).
Nearly every token of these collocations are also categorized as Conflict. The collocate
“Brotherhood” is also negative in the majority of cases as it was considered a terrorist group for
most of this decade and is therefore also categorized as Conflict in most cases (13 of 18).
Interestingly, the language surrounding this specific group became more neutral towards the end
of the 1980s, likely due to their infiltration of the political system in Jordan around that time.
Below is one example of “Brotherhood” from 1980, followed by one from 1989.
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“Jordan has been " arming, training and financing " extremist elements of the
fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood, which wants to topple Assad's ten-year-old
regime.”
“The King pronounced himself " quite satisfied " with the election outcome. But the
potential exists for Muslim Brotherhood legislators to form a coalition with radical
leftists to embarrass him.”

As in the 1970s, the majority of the collocates “World” are argued to be negative; all 10
are categorized as E/R/N. While the majority of these tokens are negative, three are argued to be
neutral. Two of these are used by natives of Saudi Arabia and Iraq to describe events happening
during the onslaught of the Iran-Iraq War and are therefore not considered to be a form of
separatism by “the West.” The third describes financial Muslim laws and therefore “Muslim
World,” used to describe countries which adhere to Islamic law, is less ambiguous and more
factually correct: i.e., this collocate is not used to describe all of MENA, to describe “Arabs,” or
any group other than Muslim countries which follow Islamic law. Below are two examples that
portray the “Muslim Word” as outdated or falling behind Western or Christian-centered beliefs
(argued to be negative) followed by two examples of “Muslim World” which are argued to be
neutral for reasons listed above.

“The international traveler, touching down in some parts of the Muslim world, knows
from experience not to expect a belt or two before bed-or before leaving, for that matter.
Thus, at the cocktail hour, glumly clutching a glass brimming with the essence of a prune,
the businessman is cross but not shocked”
“When Christianity augmented a religious legacy with the personal revulsion of the early
church fathers against their own licentious youths, everything to do with sex became a
sin, save procreation-a view still echoed in parts of the Muslim world.”
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“King Khalid's phone call had expressed only his " concern and good brotherly feelings "
for Iraq and prayed to " God Almighty to grant what is best for our Arab and Muslim
world.”
“That presents banks with a particular problem because Muslim law forbids riba, the
earning or payment of interest, on the ground that it is usury. For years the Muslim
world quietly allowed the ban on riba to be circumvented by letting the banks call
interest payments service charges or commissions. But these days, when Saudi borrowers
are handed a bill for interest charges or commissions, they may take refuge in Islamic law
and refuse to pay.”
Finally, the collocate “Holy” is argued to be neutral in nine of the 10 occurrences, and is
categorized as Religion in 8, with the remaining two belonging to Conflict. Below are two
examples of this collocate with the first being neutral and categorized as Religion, and the
second being negative and categorized as Conflict.
“During the broiling, dusty afternoons of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of dawn-todusk fasting, sleep is the preferred activity for most citizens.”
“‘We must fight to the death!’ The mujahidin- Muslim holy warriors "

The 1980s is the decade with the most collocates of any observed, as well as the highest
number of negatives collocates. While the majority are still considered to be neutral, this is only
a 13-token difference with 104 collocates considered to be negative and 117 considered neutral.
39 of these negative collocations are made up of the overtly negative collocates: “Extremist,”
“Fundamentalists,” and “Fundamentalist.” Many of the other negative collocations observed are
directly related to these overtly negative collocates, such as those which were combined to form
“extremist Muslim group,” “fundamentalist Sunni Muslim group,” and “fundamentalist Shi’ite.”
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Figure 17
Semantic Prosody of Collocations Observed in the 1980s

Figure 18
Categorization of Collocations observed in the 1990s
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As reflected in the initial chart frequency, collocates of the word “Muslim” decrease
significantly in the 1990s, with the total count being 66. While there are fewer collocates, the
context and categorization of these collocates is similar to that of earlier decades; Conflict is the
dominant category with a total of 39 tokens, followed by E/R/N at 22. Concerning nouns, no
collocates exceed nine tokens; the most frequent (“Leader',' “Group,” and “Government”)
constitute nine tokens each. Adjectives have a slightly higher frequency with 16 tokens of
“Fundamentalist,” 11 tokens of “Shi’ite,” and 12 tokens of “Bosnian.”
Incidentally, in three of the nine instances, “Leader” is once again collocated to
“Muslim” alongside “Black” (“Black Muslim leader”), while an additional three reference a
member of the Black Muslim movement. During the 1990s there appeared to be a spark of
interest concerning the Black Muslim Movement, especially following Spike Lee’s 1992 film,
Malcolm X, as reflected in the excerpt:

“Spike Lee's next opus, a film-bio of Black Muslim leader Malcolm X, hasn't even been
filmed yet, but these emblematic caps are getting hot reviews already.”

“Leader” is categorized as E/R/N in eight of the nine tokens, with the remaining token
being categorized as Religion. All nine are considered to be neutral. While the collocate,
“Leader,” is primarily concerned with American leaders and domestic groups, the other 56
collocations are focused on global affairs, and in some cases, how these affairs impact the United
States. Chief among these affairs was the threat of terrorism. In the 1990s, there appears to be a
shift in the discussion of the collocate “Fundamentalist” specifically from broadly negative in the
1980s, to a global threat in the 1990s. Whereas in the 1980s, “Fundamentalist” and other such
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adjectives (fanatic, extremist, etc.) were used passively to discuss variables impacting several
conflicts within that decade, the 1990s introduced “Fundamentalist” as a threat that extended past
MENA. From an uprising in Trinidad to a “busted” terrorist group in New York City, the
concept of “fundamentalist Muslims” were entering into the everyday lives of people globally.
All but one token of “Group” is collocated with “Fundamentalist” (“Muslim
fundamentalist group”) or relates to an atmosphere of panic regarding a global threat of jihadism,
and therefore eight of these nine tokens are argued to be negative; all nine are categorized as
Conflict. The singular token considered to be neutral was found in a 1992 Time article titled,
“Forgotten Tragedies” which mentions the following singular line amongst a paragraph of global
devastations: “ROHINGYAS: A Muslim group in Burma persecuted by the military
government” (Time Magazine, 1992). Outside of this example, tokens of “Group” are observed
in articles which detail the threat of Jihadism, from the Philippines to South America. The
following excerpt exemplifies the threat of Jihadism as seen by many Americans.

“The U.S. as a refuge for Muslim terrorists? Americans were startled last week when
Israel followed up the arrest of two Arab Americans in the occupied territories by suggesting that
Hamas, the militant Muslim group that has been mounting armed attacks in Israel and the
occupied territories, had moved its command center to the U.S.”

During this decade, we also see more coverage of tensions between Palestine and Israel, a
conflict in which many Americans, especially during the 1990s, appear to have supported the
latter, as shown in the examples below.

“‘We are ready to fight and die as martyrs rather than accept this.’ The ‘we’ Adnan
refers to are his fellow supporters of Hamas. Of all the organizations eager to kill the
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rapprochement between Israel and the Arabs, the militant Muslim fundamentalist group
is probably the greatest threat. An acronym for Islamic Resistance Movement that
literally means ‘zeal,’ Hamas wants nothing less than the destruction of the Jewish state,
followed by the establishment of an Islamic Palestine as a precursor to a greater pan-Arab
union.”
“...the Israelis were to start withdrawing troops from the Gaza Strip. The withdrawal has
been delayed, but to demonstrate their scorn for the deadline before it had even passed,
members of Islamic Jihad, an extremist Muslim fundamentalist group, decided to deploy
a weapon only recently borrowed from Muslim radicals elsewhere -- the suicide car
bomber.”

At the same time, however, much sympathy is shown to Muslim Bosnians in the wake of the
Bosnian Genocide (1992-1995). Though all of the “Bosnian” tokens are a result of said massacre
and the majority are categorized as Conflict, none are considered to be negative representations.
All but two “Bosnian” tokens are categorized as Conflict, the remaining two are categorized as
E/R/N. Below is an example of each categorization, with the first belonging to E/R/N.

“WE SHOULD BE PROTECTING INNOCENT Serb civilians just as we should protect
the Bosnian Muslim civilians, no more no less. If not, the U.S. may someday be accused
of crimes against humanity.”
“The vicious 16-month war among hate-filled neighbors that has soaked Bosnia and
Herzegovina in blood -- and seared the conscience of the rest of the world -- might be
coming to an end…The hardest fact, the one that matters most, is that the outnumbered,
outgunned, predominantly Muslim Bosnian government has lost the war. Rebel Serbs
and Croats, with overwhelming support from their kinsmen in the former republics of
Yugoslavia, have together swallowed 90% of Bosnia's territory. The Serb militia is
pounding on the gates of Sarajevo, and they are about to fly open. If nothing is done to
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police the Serb triumph and Muslim defeat, a final, horrifying bloodbath could sweep
over the Bosnian capital and other Muslim enclaves.”

Similarly, the collocate “Government” is split between the context of the Bosnian
Genocide and the Second Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005), with four detailing events of the
former and five detailing events of the latter. Of these nine tokens, five are categorized as
Conflict and four are categorized as E/R/N; all nine are considered to be neutral. The adjective
“Shi’ite” is also argued to be neutral in nine of the eleven occurrences, with the last two being
divided between one positive and one negative collocation. Several tokens appear sympathetic to
those inhabiting Iraq during the Gulf War (1991), defining Shi’ite Muslims as being “long
oppressed” (Time Magazine, 1991). Below are two excerpts from Time Magazine, with the first
being a negative token of “Shi’ite” and the second being a positive one.

“Since 1983, Baalbek has also been under the control of the Shi'ite Muslim
fundamentalist group known as Hizballah (Party of God).”
“His name, Ja'afer Dhaieh Ja'afer, is little known even in scientific circles, but U.S.
intelligence sources have identified the Iraqi-born physicist as his country's version of J.
Robert Oppenheimer. Ja'afer, a Shi'ite Muslim, is an outspoken human-rights advocate
who has been jailed for his protests against Saddam Hussein's oppression.”

The representation of Muslims in the 1990s is especially interesting. While the threat of
terrorism grew to be a global concern and a fear surrounding Islamic extremism was heightened,
there was another concern for Muslims evident during this decade; a humanitarian concern for
those trapped in war-torn countries. Despite the most frequent category being Conflict, the
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majority of the collocations from this decade are argued to be neutral, totaling at 48.

Figure 19
Semantic Prosody of Collocations Observed in the 1990s

Figure 20
Categorization of Collocations observed in the 2000s
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Moving to the final decade observed, the 2000s, adjectives continue to decrease while
nouns increase. Regarding nouns, “World” leads with 45 tokens, followed by “Countries” at 16,
“Cleric” at 11, and “Women” at 10. “Devout” is the most frequent adjective with nine tokens,
followed by “American” at eight. Following the September 11th terrorist attack that took place in
2001, the representation of Muslims in Time Magazine appears to alternate between negative and
neutral. The category of Conflict decreases dramatically in this decade with only two tokens of
“World,” one token of “Countries,” and one token of “Devout” being placed within this
category. The reason for this is a lack of overtly negative collocates (extremist, etc.) and a
decrease in conversation concerning wars; an interesting finding, especially when considering
the start of the Iraq war (2003) and the terrorist attacks of 9/11. The few mentions of US
involvement in MENA post 9/11 are saturated with heroism on the side of the United States,
portraying Iraq as a disadvantaged, war-torn country in need of saving. While there is a
significant decrease in the category Conflict, as well as polarizing collocates such as,
“extremist,” “fundamentalist,” etc., a rise in Islamophobia is apparent.
Beginning in 2001, there is a clear and significant increase in the distinction between the
“Muslim World” and the rest of the world, especially “the West.” The first instance of “World”
(during the 2000s) is observed just weeks after 9/11 and appears most popular in 2001 and 2004.
Several articles discuss rampant anti-Americanism in MENA as well as widespread, global
terrorism (reflected by such headlines as “When No One Is Safe”), a general separation of the
“Muslim World” from “the West,” and the portrayal of the “Muslim World” as being deprived
and in need of saving by “the West.” Below are several examples of the collocate “World” used
negatively for reasons listed above.

44

“But for newcomers to the subject, Lewis' brisk explication of the tense dynamic between
Islam and the West offers a historical case for what he calls the Muslim world's "
downward spiral of hate and spite, rage and self-pity, poverty and oppression.”
“America's relationship with the Muslim world is staked to our success in reconstructing
and stabilizing the ruined country.”
“Erdogan has vigorously pursued ties with the West, campaigning to get his country
admitted to the European Union and for a deal to reunite Cyprus. When terrorists struck
Istanbul in November, he said the culprits would account for their acts in " both worlds. "
Western leaders have been scouring the Muslim world for moderate politicians who see
their future in democracy and pluralism. Erdogan may be the best find yet,”
“If the U.S. did not change its behavior toward the Muslim world, it would get hit
again.”

The majority of “World” collocates are argued to be negative (35 of the 45), leaving the
remaining 10 to be considered neutral. Nearly every token of this collocation is categorized as
E/R/N, with only two tokens falling under Conflict and one token under Religion. While many of
these collocations are negative, three of neutral collocations observed offer light on the negative
stereotypes found in this decade, arguing explicitly against Islamophobia in Western media as
reflected in the excerpts below.

“As a female practicing Muslim living in the West, I have found it frustrating that the
Western media are obsessed with the " plight " of Muslim women. While there is
progress to be made in women's rights in the Muslim world, change does not necessarily
have to occur within the Western framework.”
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“On the controversy over the Danish newspaper caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad:
As a liberal Muslim practicing medicine in Britain, I am very much integrated into the
Western world. The Muslim world has unfortunately been hijacked by its real enemies,
Islamic terrorists. While moderate Muslims are trying to find their voice and salvage their
religion, the Western media help the radicals by making fun of everything that's precious
to a common Muslim.”
“If Americans are serious about shopping for protection, they should contribute to the
congressional leaders who call for strengthening the U.N. and oppose U.S. covert
operations that cause damage in the Muslim world. When the U.S. consistently
demonstrates a foreign policy commitment to universal human rights instead of its own
short-term interests, Americans will no longer need to purchase security. " Liberty and
justice for all " isn't supposed to be limited to U.S. citizens.”

Unlike “Muslim World,” “Countries” appears to be used neutrally in most cases (11 of
16), however, as with “World,” there are several articles that describe Muslim countries as
underdeveloped, religiously oppressed, and dangerous for women. In fact, women seem to be of
a central focus during this decade. Each of the collocates listed above were also found to be
collocated with “Women” at least once, frequently citing their mistreatment and lack of
opportunity within Islam as well as countries where this religion is popular. Of the collocate
“Countries,” all 16 tokens are categorized as E/R/N. Below are two examples of “Countries”
observed in a negative context, followed by two observed in a neutral context.

“Under Islam today, it is clear that the religion has been used in most Muslim countries
not to liberate but to entrench inequality.”
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“Most Muslim countries -- former colonies exploited by the West -- are plagued with
overpopulation, underdevelopment and illiteracy. Poverty and ignorance are the primary
culprits of economic and social injustices suffered by women.”
“61% Percentage of people polled by Gallup in six Muslim countries who say Arabs
were not responsible for the Sept. 11 attacks on the U.S.”
“But the U.S. did get an unexpected offer of help last week. The Saudi government
proposed that it help finance peacekeeping troops drawn from Muslim countries. But
since Iraqi leaders don't want peacekeepers from neighboring nations, the offer of
assistance will probably be merely symbolic.”

Again, we see a concern for Muslim women in the first excerpt shown above. Even though there
are only 11 “Women” collocates examined within this decade, there is clear focus on their role,
or lack thereof, within Muslim society. Interestingly, of the 11 collocates, only two are
considered to be negative. The majority (6 tokens) are argued to be neutral, the remaining two
are considered positive. Eight of these tokens are categorized as E/R/N, two are categorized as
Religion. While a focus on the mistreatment of women within Islam was apparent in many of the
articles observed, several articles, including a published letter, detail the frustration that Muslim
women feel regarding the Western narration of Muslim women and argue for the importance and
celebration of women in Islam. Below are three such examples.

“Scholars can cite no clear Koranic ban on female leaders, and Wadud thinks women's
inequality is not a tenet of the faith but a mark of misguided tradition. " That's where
most of the rules came along to say women can not do things, " she says. “In fact,
Muslim women have long had important leadership roles. Aisha, a wife of Muhammad's,
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led an army and taught both women and men. Today's reformers are taking smaller but
still symbolic actions”

“..democracy was evident everywhere. Muslim women in elegant gray chadors sat
whispering in the same waiting room with stolid farmers and their wives.”
“People in chadors, the head-to-toe black coverings of orthodox Muslim women. It's not
mist; it's dust. They're on their knees, digging in the sand. The scene -- from Passage,
Shirin Neshat's newest video, a collaboration with composer Phillip Glass -- is starkly
beautiful, revealing itself slowly.”

Interestingly, many of the “American” tokens concern American Muslim identity and
how both men and women navigate this combination. The majority of these tokens are
categorized as E/R/N with only one token categorized as Religion. The majority of these tokens
are also neutral, with only two argued as being negative and one as positive. Below are three
excerpts with the first argued to be positive and the others neutral.

“As an American Muslim, I greatly appreciated your article on Abraham RELIGION. It
was thought provoking and opened my eyes to connections among the three great faiths.
It was nice to read something that didn't vilify Islam and the Muslim tradition. Articles
like this make me feel there are reasonable, objective people out there who are willing to
accept their differences in order to understand the commonalities.”
“My life growing up in California has continually been shaped by the fact that I'm a
Muslim Pakistani American. I'm faced with the same day-to-day challenges as any other
boy my age, but the way I meet them is very different because of my culture and
religion.”
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“‘While worldwide many Muslim women embrace the strict gender divisions in
traditional Islam, in the U.S. a movement is afoot to meld the Western view of gender
equality with Muslim teachings. " The newer generation wants to emerge with its own
American Muslim identity’.”

Finally, the majority of tokens belonging to the collocates, “Devout” and “Cleric” are
argued to be neutral, with only one occurrence of “Cleric” considered as negative. All 11 counts
of “Cleric” and nine counts of “Devout” are categorized as Religion. This decade reflects the
highest number of negative occurrences, however, as in previous decades, the majority of
collocates appear neutral.

Figure 20
Semantic Prosody of Collocations Observed in the 2000s
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Overview of Results
Figure 22
Categorization of all Collocations from 1960-2006

As seen in Figure 22, the majority of collocations of the word, “Muslim,” observed in
Time Magazine from 1960-2006 were categorized as E/R/N, closely followed by Conflict; an
unsurprising result as E/R/N received the majority of tokens in the 1960s, 1970s, and 2000s,
while Conflict received the majority of tokens in the 1980s (which had the highest number of
tokens for any decade observed) and 1990s. Religion followed behind with 73 total counts,
appearing most notably in the 1970s with 19 of 50 tokens observed in this decade falling under
this category. Group received the least number of collocations with 14 total tokens. As seen
below in Figure 23, the majority of collocations observed are considered to be neutral, however,
most of the remaining collocations are argued to be negative leaving a small number to be listed
as positive. Figures 24 and 25 show these changes throughout time.
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Figure 23
Semantic Prosody of all Collocations from 1960-2006

Figure 24
Frequency of the word “Muslim” from 1960-2006
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Figure 25
Semantic prosody of the word “Muslim” from 1960-2006

Discussion
While a large portion of the results found within this study reflect those in the literature
review above, there are also several differences. Like Baker et. al (2012), this study found the
categories of Conflict and E/R/N to be most frequent, however the semantic prosody of the
majority of tokens observed are argued to be neutral; a finding which contrasts with Baker,
MPoMP (2019), and Kearns et. al (2019) but resembles Al-Qattan and Abuemira (2020). This
contrast could be for several reasons, but among the most plausible are a lack of comparison to
other groups (minority groups, Christians and Jews, other terrorist attacks, etc.), the time period
observed, the source of the articles observed (American press), and my own personal bias.
Aside from Baker et. al (2012) and Akbarzadeh and Smith (2005), the studies reviewed
above maintain some form of comparison throughout their study. Rather than observing the use
of “Muslim” alone, these studies explore this representation in contrast with other groups being
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covered in media. Whereas MPoMP (2019), Kearns et. al (2019), and Al-Qattan and Abuemira
(2020) compared Muslim representation to minority groups in the United States (MPoMP),
terrorist attacks by non-Muslims (Kearns et. al) and Christian and Jewish representation in
American press (Al-Qattan and Abuemira), this thesis focused solely on the observation of the
word “Muslim.” Considering that Al-Qattan and Abuemira found Muslim representation to be
(mostly) neutral or positive when observed alone and negative when compared to Christians and
Jews, it is possible that a lack of comparison in this study impacted the results. Still, it should
also be noted that Baker et. al and Akbarzadeh and Smith observed the use of “Muslim” without
any comparison and found the semantic prosody of this observation to be mostly negative.
In contrast to Baker et. al (2012), which observed collocations of “Muslim” in British
press, and Akbarzadeh and Smith (2005) who observed the representation of Muslims in
Australian press, this thesis observed said representation in American press. Considering that AlQattan and Abuemira (2020) found Muslim representation to be (mostly) neutral or positive
when observed alone, a result which is reflected in this study, it is possible that the representation
of Muslims in US-American press is less negative compared to representation in British and
Australian press. Another possibility could be the corpus used or the news outlets observed.
Whereas Al-Qattan and Abuemira used COCA, which comprises one billion words from a
multitude of sources, and Baker et. al used Sketch Engine, providing articles from various British
newspapers, this study utilized the Time Magazine Corpus and therefore focused on articles
featured in Time Magazine only. It is possible that observing one news outlet instead of several
produces different results.
Another factor could be the time period observed. Aside from Akbarzadeh and Smith
(2005), each study reviewed in this paper focuses on the 1990s and on. In contrast, this thesis
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primarily focuses on the decades leading to the 2000s. As Al-Qattan and Abuemira (2020) found,
representation of Muslims in the American press appears to become more negative over time
beginning in the early 2000s. Perhaps then, it is not just the country of the media being observed,
but also the time period. The context of each observation is also likely impacted by time and
country. For example, while “Black Muslim” was a common collocate in Time Magazine, this
may not be the case in other countries.
Another reason for the differences in semantic prosody could be my own personal biases.
Though I attempted to maintain a neutral approach when observing the collocations found within
this thesis, there are inherent biases found within each researcher that can impact any study at
any time; I am no exception. As a young American, it is possible that some articles would be
considered negative by the standards of Baker et. al, are neutral to me because of my upbringing
in the United States, as a consequence of observing conflict in MENA, terrorist attacks,
Islamophobia and the political discourse surrounding this topic in American press for the entire
duration of my life. It is possible that after reading such articles for twenty plus years, I have
normalized adjectives and nouns that Baker et. al (2012) or Akbarzadeh and Smith (2005) would
find negative. As a white, non-religious woman from Appalachia, it is possible that I may not
fully realize the implications that certain collocates could have. Ultimately, it is likely that all of
these factors together account for the similarities and differences observed, rather than any one
possibility.
While the general findings of this study were consistent across both implementations,
there are two key differences: an increase of E/R/N correlating with a decrease in Group and a
rise in negative collocations correlating with a decrease in positive and neutral ones. There are a
few reasons for these key differences. The first is a slight change in the coding used. In the first
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trial, collocates such as “leader,” “community,” “people,” etc. were categorized as Group. In the
second trial, this study sought to align more with the coding used by Baker et al. (2012) as the
methodology of this study is greatly influenced by the Baker et al. study. Because Baker et al.
used Group to categorize collocates related to organizations such as charities and associations,
and E/R/N to categorize collocates related to groups of people, populations, etc., many of the
collocations originally found to fall under Group in the first trial were moved to E/R/N in the
second. Still, the majority of collocates moved were analyzed in a consistent matter and remain
under the same category together, their label was simply altered to be more consistent with Baker
et al. and to reflect a more cohesive picture of Muslim representation.
The second reason for these key differences is further research into the Black Muslim
Movement and the sociopolitical environment of the United States during the 1960s, and a more
hardline approach to the coding of collocates such as “extremist,” “fundamentalist,” etc. In the
first trial, less was known about the Black Muslim Movement and the many implications that
some contexts had, as discussed in the results section of the 1960s. After further researching this
group and the response that many news outlets, scholars, and leaders had towards this group
during the 1960s and into the present day, many of the contexts observed, which were previously
thought to be neutral, were argued to be negative. Below are two bar charts reflecting the
semantic prosody of the 1960s; the first is from the first trial, the second from the second.

55

Figure 26
Semantic Prosody of Collections Observed in the 1960s, Trial One

Figure 27
Semantic Prosody of Collections Observed in the 1960s, Trial Two

The 1980s also saw some changes in the semantic prosody observed. In the first study,
several collocations of “extremist,” “fundamentalist,” etc. were argued to be neutral as they were
found in neutral contexts. Consider the following excerpt:
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Just 14,000 tickets were sold for the other nine performances (the tenor sang only the
premiere), leaving Mitwali in debt. The extravaganza was staged over the initial
objections of Muslim fundamentalists and Egyptian antiquities officials, who feared the
vibrations and crowds might damage the monuments.

Examples such as the one above were considered to be neutral because the language surrounding
the collocations was not overtly negative (descriptions of violence performed by extremist
groups, threats of extremist groups, etc.). However, when analyzing these collocations during the
second trial, in accordance with Baker et al. (2012), collocations such as “extremist,”
“fundamentalist,” etc. were argued to be overtly negative, which caused a significant increase in
the collocations argued to be negative. Likewise, many of the collocations argued to be positive
in the first trial were found to be neutral in the second, as is the case in the 1980s. Below are two
bar charts reflecting the semantic prosody of the 1980s; as with the figures above, the first is
from the first trial, the second from the second.

Figure 28
Semantic Prosody of Collections Observed in the 1980s, Trial One

57

Figure 29
Semantic Prosody of Collections Observed in the 1980s, Trial Two

The findings for the remaining decades, the 1970s, 1990s and 2000s were mostly
consistent across both trials. Below are bar charts of the semantic prosody and frequency of
collocations across all decades observed. The first set is from the first trial, the second from the
second.

Figure 30
Semantic Prosody Across All Decades, Trial One

58

Figure 31
Categorization Across All Decades, Trial One

Figure 32
Semantic Prosody Across All Decades, Trial Two
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Figure 33
Categorization Across All Decades, Trial Two

Future Research
This thesis aimed to observe the frequency of the word “Muslim” in the Time Magazine
Corpus, the representation of Muslims in Time Magazine, and how this representation changes
throughout time. While each question was answered, some results found within this study are
speculated and therefore, future research is needed to provide a more wholly accurate
observation of the representation of Muslims in the US-American press. In particular, a
comparison of the representation of minority or majority groups to that of Muslims may be of
most importance. Future research may also consider observing adjectives or nouns alone instead
of collectively when researching collocates of the word “Muslim.” A comparison of collocated
adjectives to nouns may also be of interest. Exploring US-news coverage of Sunni and Shi’ite
Muslims separately and how the two compare to each other may also be beneficial, as the two
may be conflated in US-media. Lastly, observing several news outlets, rather than one, may be
beneficial to a study such as this.
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Conclusion
In the 1960s the word “Muslim” as both a noun and an adjective was found to be othering
in several contexts, however, in many of these contexts it was difficult to discern the negative
implications as being directed towards Black Americans, Muslim Americans, or both. After
further researching the sociopolitical environment of the United States during the 1960s, and the
representation of the Black Muslim Movement and the Nation of Islam outside of Time
Magazine, nearly half of the collocates observed were found to be negative, but the majority
were argued to be neutral. The category with the most frequency was E/R/N due to the nature of
the Black Muslim Movement, which was primarily a Black Nationalist movement.
In the 1970s, the categorization and semantic prosody of the collocates observed became
clearer. The attention shifted from American Muslims to Muslims living within MENA. This
decade specifically focused on rising tensions in MENA as the Iranian Revolution began to
unfold. The majority of collocates observed in this decade were found to be neutral, the most
frequent categories were E/R/N and Religion. The 1980s saw a significant rise in collocations
related to the category of Conflict as well as collocations with a negative semantic prosody. This
rise mostly stems from the Lebanese Civil War and the Iran-Iraq War. The category of Religion
decreased in this decade as many of the collocations related to Religion were observed in the
context of Conflict, for example “Christians vs Muslims.” There was also a drastic rise in the use
of overtly negative collocations, such as “fundamentalist,” leading to a stark rise in negative
semantic prosody. Still, the majority of the collocations observed during the 1980s are argued to
be neutral.
In the 1990s, Conflict was once again found to be the category with the highest number
of collocations, mostly due to the Bosnian Genocide and the South Sudanese Civil War. While
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many of these collocations were categorized as Conflict, their semantic prosody was argued to be
neutral, especially in light of the sympathy shown towards Muslims in war-stricken countries.
Overtly negative collocations decreased in this decade, however, the threat of Islamic extremism
transitioned from a threat found within MENA to a global threat. Despite this shift, the majority
of collocations observed within this decade are argued to be neutral. The 2000s saw a significant
decrease in the category of Conflict, a surprising result given the political environment of the
United States following the 2001 terrorist attack of 9/11 and the beginning of the Iraq War in
2003. This may be in part due to a change in language concerning Muslims and conflict as they
relate to the United States. It is possible that beginning in the 2000s there was a greater focus on
specific countries (such as Iraq) and the use of specific, perhaps even moderate language when
describing conflict or terrorist attacks. This could cause “Muslim” to appear less frequently in
the category of Conflict in contrast with the expectation that it would increase. Though there was
little talk of 9/11 observed in Time Magazine, a rise in Islamophobia was still apparent, leading
to an increase in negative collocations during this decade. Still, the majority of collocations were
found to be neutral, as in previous decades, and three positive collocations were observed. The
category with the highest frequency count was E/R/N.
The category with the total highest frequency was E/R/N at 189 tokens, followed closely
by Conflict at 187 tokens. Religion was the third most frequent with 73 counts. The category
with the lowest frequency was Group with 14 total tokens. While there was an increased count of
negative collocations found in the second trial of this study, the majority of the collocations
observed are still argued to be neutral in the majority of the contexts with the total number of
neutral collocations culminating at 272 tokens and the total number of negative tokens at 186. As
mentioned earlier in the discussion, in aligning the methodology of this thesis more strongly with
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Baker et al. (2012) during the second implementation of this thesis, a rise in negative
collocations occurred, which coincided with a decrease in neutral and positive tokens. Despite
the rise and fall of collocations, the majority of collocations remain neutral across both
implementations, a finding which may reflect the politically moderate standing of Time
Magazine. The lower count of positive tokens across both implementations is not incredibly
surprising considering that the representation of Muslims in Western media has been found to be
overwhelmingly negative (Akbarzadeh & Smith, 2005; Baker et al., 2012; Kamalipour, 1997;
Kearns et al., 2019; Saeed, 2007). It is possible that while Time Magazine is politically moderate
leaning, which could be the reason that the majority of collocations were argued to be neutral,
the negative representation of Muslims in Western Press is still present leading to a much higher
number of negative collocations in comparison to positive ones.
As mentioned in the introduction of this thesis, representation in media is important for
understanding the thoughts, opinions, and biases published within the press, as these are not only
a reflection of the opinions of those who cover the stories, but those who read them. The
implications of these opinions and biases are tangible and consequential, especially for those in
marginalized communities, like Muslims. Marginalized communities are not only subject to
being stereotyped by the media, but to acts of violence and intimidation in response to these
stereotypes. The rise in Islamophobia following the 9/11 terrorist attacks is not only apparent in
Time Magazine, it is a global issue, particularly in “the West” and is chiefly observed in
countries such as Sweden, Britain, and the United States (Morgan, 2017).
In the United States, assaults and intimidation directed towards American Muslims rose
dramatically in 2001 and again in 2015 and 2016 (Kishi, 2017). Anti-Muslim sentiment has also
been observed in the political environment of the United States. During Barack Obama’s

63

presidential campaigns, questions of his religion and birthplace circulated causing xenophobic,
racist fearmongering in relation to accusations that he was a Muslim, despite his being a
Christian (Alfonseca, 2021). During Donald Trump’s presidential campaign (2015), there was a
drastic spike in hate crimes directed towards Muslims, likely in response to anti-Muslim remarks
made by the president, such as his claim that American Arabs in New Jersey had celebrated the
9/11 terrorist attacks and that hatred defines Islamic faith (Alfonseca, 2021). Critics argue that
Trump concreted Islamophobia into law when he signed an executive order in 2017 known as the
“Muslim Ban” that prevented migrants and refugees from predominantly Muslim countries
entering the United States (Alfonseca, 2021). In response to this Islamophobia, nearly 80% of
American Muslims report feeling at least somewhat unsafe in the United States (Alfonseca,
2021) and 50% report that it has become more difficult to be a Muslim in the United States
(Kishi, 2017).
Americans of all backgrounds are aware of this discrimination. As of 2021 nearly 80% of
American adults agree that Muslims face “a lot” of discrimination (Mohamed, 2021).
Concurrently, 53% of Americans admit that they don’t know any Muslims personally and 52%
reported that they don’t know anything about Islam (Mohamed, 2021). Those who do have a
personal relationship with someone practicing Islam are found to have a more positive view of
Muslims and are less likely to believe that Islam encourages violence (Pew Research Center,
2019). For those who don’t have a personal tie to Muslim communities, misunderstanding and
ignorance of Muslims and their practices appears to be more common. It’s not unlikely then, that
they would rely on US-American media to formulate their opinions and with negative
representation of Muslims being common in US-American media, that they could internalize
stereotypes and anti-Muslim rhetoric.
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For the aforementioned reasons, representation in media and studies on this
representation, are paramount. There are direct ties between representation in media and realworld interactions, as shown above. While many Americans appear to be aware of the presence
of Islamophobia in the United States, only half report having any understanding of Muslim
communities or Islam itself. In showing more positive representations of Muslims, or even a
more proportional representation of negative instances (recall the differences in reports on
terrorist attacks, the comparison of Muslims to other minority groups, etc.) in media could likely
have a positive impact on the lives of American Muslims. Studies, such as this one and others
mentioned in this thesis, which highlight the disparity between the representation of Muslims
compared to other groups and the correlation between this representation and societal
consequences, may also help to raise awareness of this disparity and encourage a shift to happen
in the way that Muslims are represented. It is not a far cry to predict that if this representation
were to be more positive and equal, perhaps in correlation with studies on this representation, the
quality of life for American Muslims could increase, and Islamophobia decrease.
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